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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responding to application papers filed 2/7/2002. 

2. Claims 1 -41 are pending. Independent claims are 1, 3, 12, 17, 26, 36. 

Claim Rejection - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 - 10, 17 - 19, 21 - 29, 31 -40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Maggenti et al. (US Patent No. 6,447,150). 

Regarding Claim 1, Maggenti discloses a method comprising: receiving into a network 

entity a signaling message indicative of a network communication; 

a) the network entity responsively extracting from a data store (see Maggenti 
col. 17, lines 42-46: database (i.e. data store)) a set of data usable by an 
application server to carry out a communication service in response to the 
signaling message; (see Maggenti col. 12, lines 3-7: session initiation, 
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signaling parameters embedded in response to communications device (i.e. 
client)) 
b) the network entity: 

(i) outputting the signaling message for transmission over a network to the 
application server (see Maggenti col. 21, lines 4-9: communications 
session server processing signaling messages) and 

(ii) making the set of data available for use by the application server in 
carrying out the communication service in response to the signaling 
message, (see Maggenti col. 12, lines 3-7: session communications 
information available to initiate session by server) 

Regarding Claim 2, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
communication service is selected from the group consisting of (i) a group conferencing 
service, (ii) a multicasting service, and (iii) a voice mail service, (see Maggenti col. 4, 
lines 33-37; col. 22, lines 45-50; col. 14, lines 63-67: group conferencing, multicast, and 
voice mail services) 

Regarding Claim 3, Maggenti discloses a method comprising: 

a) receiving an initiation message indicative of a request by an entity to engage 
in a communication; (see Maggenti col. 21, lines 4-9: session initiation 
request message received) 

b) responsively extracting from a first data store a set of data usable by an 
endpoint application to set up the communication; (see Maggenti col. 12, lines 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/071 ,833 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2143 

3-7; col. 17, lines 8-11: server processes session initiation request from client 
(i.e. endpoint) utilizing database information) and 
c) outputting the session initiation message for transmission to the endpoint 
application and making the set of data available for use by the endpoint 
application to set up the communication, (see Maggenti col. 12, lines 3-7: 
communication parameters embedded in response message to client (i.e. 
endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 4, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the entity 
comprises a SIP user, and the initiation message comprises a SIP INVITE request, (see 
Maggenti col. 11, lines 52-55; col. 11, lines 60-63: SIP protocol, SIP INVITE signaling 
message from client (i.e. endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 5, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 3, wherein making the set 
of data available for use by the endpoint application to set up the communication 
comprises: sending the set of data to the endpoint application, (see Maggenti col. 12, 
lines 3-7: communication signaling information embedded within response sent to client 
(i.e. endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 6, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 3, wherein making the set 
of data available for use by the endpoint application to set up the communication 
comprises: adding the set of data to the initiation message that is output for 
transmission to the endpoint application, (see Maggenti col. 12, lines 3-7: session 
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communications initiation information added to client (i.e. endpoint) response) 

Regarding Claim 7, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 3, wherein making the set 
of data available for use by the endpoint application to set up the communication 
comprises: publishing the set of data to a second date store that is accessible by the 
endpoint application, (see Maggenti col. 15, lines 22-34: local memory (i.e. second data 
store) utilized in communications data processing, accessible by servers and users (i.e. 
endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 8, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 3, wherein making the set 
of data available for use by the endpoint application to set up the communication 
comprises: sending to the endpoint application a pointer to the set of data in the second 
data store, (see Maggenti col. 15, lines 22-34: local memory (i.e. second data store) 
utilized in communication data processing, accessible by servers and users (i.e. 
endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 9, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 3, wherein making the set 
of data available for use by the endpoint application to set up the communication 
comprises: publishing the set of data on a message bus accessible by the endpoint 
application, (see Maggenti col. 9, lines 41-45; col. 15, lines 11-15: communications 
interface (i.e. message bus) for communications data processing by communications 
device (i.e. endpoint)) 
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Regarding Claim 10, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the 
communication comprises a push-to-talk (PTT) session, the endpoint application 
comprises a PTT server, and the set of data comprises a PTT group-list designated for 
the entity, (see Maggenti col. 5, lines 9-11; col. 5, lines 41-46: PTT (i.e. push-to-talk) 
server and communication device (i.e. endpoint) in PTT session) 

Regarding Claim 17, Maggenti discloses a system comprising: 

a) a processor; (see Maggenti col. 49, lines 38-39; col. 15, lines 38-44: 
processor, workstation (i.e. SUN) processor) 

b) data storage; (see Maggenti col. 17, lines 8-1 1 : databases for 
communications and user parameters) 

c) user-profile data stored in the data storage; (see Maggenti col. 17, lines 14- 
26: user database (i.e. user profile information)) 

d) proxy-server logic stored in the data storage and executable by the processor 
to receive a session initiation message and to responsively output the session 
initiation message for transmission via a packet-switched network to an 
endpoint application, the session initiation message being indicative of a 
request to set up a communication involving a user; (see Maggenti col. 12, 
lines 3-9; col. 21, lines 4-9: session signaling messages processed to initiate 
communications) and 
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e) data-management logic stored in the data storage and executable by the 
processor, in response to receipt of a session initiation message, 

(i) to extract from the user-profile data a set of data usable by the endpoint 

application to facilitate set-up of the communication (see Maggenti col. 
17, lines 14-26; col. 12, lines 3-7: user database (i.e. user profile 
information), response setup with communications parameters) and 

(ii) to make the set of data available for use by the endpoint application in 
responding to the session initiation message, (see Maggenti col. 12, lines 
3-7: data embedded within transmission response to client (i.e. 
endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 18, Maggenti discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the set of 
data comprises a buddy-list designated for the user, (see Maggenti col. 10, lines 33-37: 
user specific buddy list storage) 

Regarding Claim 19, Maggenti discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the 
communication comprises a push-to-talk (PTT) communication session, and wherein 
the endpoint application comprises a PTT server, (see Maggenti col. 5, lines 9; col. 5, 
lines 41-46: PTT (i.e. push-to-talk) server and communication device (i.e. endpoint) in 
PTT session) 

Regarding Claim 21, Maggenti discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the data- 
management logic is executable to make the set of data available by placing the set of 
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data on a message bus accessible over the packet-switched network by the endpoint 
application, (see Maggenti col. 12, lines 3-7; col. 9, lines 41-45: session signaling 
response messages processed through communication interface (i.e. messages bus)) 

Regarding Claim 22, Maggenti discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the data- 
management logic is executable to make the set of data available by publishing the set 
of data to a data store accessible by the endpoint application, (see Maggenti col. 15, 
lines 22-34: local memory (i.e. second data store) utilized in communications data 
processing, accessible by servers and users (i.e. client or endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 23, Maggenti discloses the system of claim 22, further comprising the 
data store, (see Maggenti col. 17, lines 8-11: communications information within 
database (i.e. data storage)) 

Regarding Claim 24, Maggenti discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the data- 
management logic is executable to make the set of data available by inserting the set of 
data in the session initiation message that the processor outputs for transmission to the 
endpoint application, (see Maggenti col. 12, lines 3-7: set of data inserted within session 
initiation response message transmitted to user (i.e. client or endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 25, Maggenti discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the session 
initiation message is a SIP INVITE request message, (see Maggenti col. 11, lines 52- 
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55; col. 11, lines 60-63: SIP protocol, SIP INVITE signaling message from client (i.e. 
endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 26, Maggenti discloses in a networked platform of the type having 
proxy-server functionality to receive a session initiation message and to forward the 
session initiation message to an application server, wherein the application server then 
performs a service in response to the session initiation message, the improvement 
comprising: data-management logic executable by the platform, in response to receipt 
of the session initiation message, 

(i) to extract from a profile store data usable by the application server to facilitate 

performance of the service and (ii) to make the data available for use by the 

application server to facilitate performance of the service, (see Maggenti col. 

17, lines 8-11; col. 17, lines 14-26: user database (i.e. user profile 

information) used to deliver communications service) 

Regarding Claim 27, Maggenti discloses the improvement of claim 26, wherein the 
session initiation message indicates a request by a communicating entity, and'wherein 
the data that the platform extracts from the profile store is data designated for the 
communicating entity, (see Maggenti col. 17, lines 14-26: pertinent communications 
data stored within user database (i.e. user profile information)) 

Regarding Claim 28, Maggenti discloses the improvement of claim 27, wherein the 
request by the communicating entity comprises a request to establish a group 
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communication session, wherein the data comprises a group list designated for the 
communicating entity, the group list being usable by the application server to facilitate 
establishment of communication legs for the group communication session, (see 
Maggenti col. 10, lines 56-62; col. 1 1 , lines 20-23: group list utilized to setup group 
based communications) 

Regarding Claim 29, Maggenti discloses the improvement of claim 27, wherein the 
request by the communicating entity comprises a request to send a communication to a 
plurality of users, wherein the data comprises a group list designated for the 
communicating entity, the group list indicating the plurality of users and being usable by 
the application server to facilitate sending of the communication to the plurality of users, 
(see Maggenti col. 10, lines 56-62; col. 11, lines 20-23: group list utilized to setup group 
based communications) 

Regarding Claim 31, Maggenti discloses the improvement of claim 26, wherein the 
platform makes the data available for use by the application server by sending the data 
to the application server, (see Maggenti col. 17, lines 8-11; col. 17, lines 14-26: user 
database (i.e. user profile information) used to deliver communications service) 

Regarding Claim 32, Maggenti discloses the improvement of claim 26, wherein the 
platform makes the data available for use by the application server by adding the data 
to the session initiation message that the platform forwards to the application server. 
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(see Maggenti col. 11, line 63 - col. 12, line 1: session initiation information redirected 
from SIP main server to SIP user agent servers for communications processing) 

Regarding Claim 33, Maggenti discloses the improvement of claim 26, wherein the 
platform makes the data available for use by the application server by publishing the 
data to a data store that is accessible by the application server, (see Maggenti col. 17, 
lines 8-11: database information utilized by communications manager (i.e. server)) 

Regarding Claim 34, Maggenti discloses the improvement of claim 26, wherein the 
platform makes the data available for use by the application server by publishing the 
data to a message bus that is accessible by the application server, (see Maggenti col. 9, 
lines 41-45: session communications information processed utilizing communications 
interface (i.e. message bus)) 

Regarding Claim 35, Maggenti discloses the improvement of claim 26, wherein the 
proxy server functionality is SIP proxy server functionality, and wherein the session 
initiation message is a SIP INVITE request message, (see Maggenti col. 1 1 , lines 52- 
55; col. 1 1 , lines 60-63: SIP protocol, SIP INVITE signaling message from client (i.e. 
endpoint)) 

Regarding Claim 36, Maggenti discloses a method comprising: 
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a) receiving into a registration server a signaling message indicating that a user 
is online in a communication network; (see Maggenti col. 21, lines 4-9: 
connection occurred (i.e. user online) session signaling messages received 
and processed) and 

b) the registration server responsively extracting from a data store a buddy-list 
designated for the user, and the registration server making the buddy-list 
available for use by an application server in setting up a communication for 
the user, (see Maggenti col. 10, lines 33-40: user specific buddy list utilized 
for communications) 

Regarding Claim 37, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 36, wherein making the 
buddy-list available for use by the application server in setting up a communication for 
the user comprises: publishing the buddy list to a data store that is accessible by the 
application server, (see Maggenti col. 10, lines 33-40; col. 17, lines 14-26: user specific 
buddy list stored within databases) 

Regarding Claim 38, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 36, wherein making the 
buddy-list available for use by the application server in setting up a communication for 
the user comprises: publishing the buddy-list accessible to the application server on a 
message bus. (see Maggenti col. 10, lines 33-40: user specific buddy list accessible by 
communications manager (i.e. server) for communications setup) 

Regarding Claim 39, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 36, wherein making the 
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buddy-list available for use by the application server in setting up a communication for 
the user comprises: sending the buddy-list to the application server, (see Maggenti col. 
10, lines 33-40: user specific buddy list accessible by communications manager (i.e. 
server)) 

Regarding Claim 40, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 36, wherein the 
communication comprises a push-to-talk (PTT) session, and the application server 
comprises a PTT server, (see Maggenti col. 5, lines 9-11; col. 5, lines 41-46: PTT (i.e. 
push-to-talk) server and communication device (i.e. client or endpoint) in PTT session) 

Claim Rejection - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 1 - 16, 20, 30, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Maggenti et al. (US Patent No. 6,447,150) in view of Holden (US 
Patent No. 6,771,639). 

Regarding Claim 11, Maggenti discloses a communication system utilizing an endpoint 
application, communications server, and a group list designated for the entity, (see 
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Maggenti col. 3, lines 55-63; col. 10, lines 56-62: communications server, group list 
utilized) Maggenti does not disclose an instant messaging communications system. 
However, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the communication 
comprises an instant-messaging (IM) communication and an IM server, (see Holden col. 
8, lines 63-65; col. 9, lines 2-3: instant messaging communications capabilities 
utilized) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Maggenti to utilize clients/servers within an instant 
messaging communications service as taught by Holden. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to employ Holden in order to enable increased capacity and 
reliability for communications over a packet based network, (see Holden col. 1 , lines 
1 9-22: "... increased capacity and reliability of packet-based data networks, voice 
communications (including telephone calls, video conferencing, and so forth) over data 
networks . . . ") 

Regarding Claim 12, Maggenti discloses a method comprising: 

a) transporting an initiation message over a radio access network from a 
wireless mobile station to a packet-switched network, the initiation message 
being indicative of a request from a user of the wireless mobile station to 
engage in a communication; (see Maggenti col. 21, lines 25-29: radio access 
(i.e. wireless) communications network protocol utilized) 
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b) Maggenti discloses transmitting the initiation message over the packet- 
switched network to a signaling server, and receiving the initiation message 
into the signaling server; (see Maggenti col. 21 , lines 4-9: session initiation 
(SIP) protocol communications system) Maggenti does not discloses a 
proxy server utilized in session communications. However, Holden 
discloses transmitting to a signaling proxy server and receiving initiation 
message into the signaling proxy server, (see Holden col. 4, lines 52-55; 
col. 4, lines 57-59: proxy servers utilized in communications session 
initiation) 

c) Maggenti discloses in response to the initiation message, the signaling 
server extracting from a data store a set of data usable by an application 
server to set up the communication; (see Maggenti col. 21 , lines 4-9; col. 
17, lines 8-1 1 : session initiation (SIP) communications system, setup data 
utilized from database) Maggenti does not discloses a proxy server utilized 
in session communications. However, Holden discloses a signaling proxy 
server processing data for session communications, (see Holden col. 4, 
lines 52-55; col. 4, lines 57-59: proxy servers utilized in communications 
session) and 

d) Maggenti discloses the signaling server processing the initiation message in 
the application server and making the set of data available for use by the 
application server in responding to the initiation message, (see Maggenti 
col. 21, lines 4-9: session initiation (SIP) protocol communications messages 
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processed) Maggenti does not discloses a proxy server utilized in session 
communications. However, Holden discloses the signaling proxy server 
utilized in the initiation of session communications, (see Holden col. 4, lines 
52-55; col. 4, lines 57-59: proxy servers utilized in communications 
session) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Maggenti to utilize a proxy server in a 
communications session initiation as taught by Holden. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to employ Holden in order to enable increased 
capacity and reliability for communications over a packet based network, (see 
Holden col. 1, lines 19-22) 

Regarding Claim 13, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 12, further comprising: 
the application server receiving the initiation message and using the set of data to set 
up the communication, (see Maggenti col. 21, lines 4-9: session initiation signaling 
messages utilized for communications) 

Regarding Claim 14, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 13, wherein the set of 
data comprises a buddy-list designated for the user, (see Maggenti col. 10, lines 33-40: 
user specific buddy list) 

Regarding Claim 15, Maggenti discloses the method of claim 14, wherein the 
application server comprises a push-to-talk server (PTT) and the communication 
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comprises a PTT session, (see Maggenti col. 5, lines 9-1 1 ; col. 5, lines 41-46: PTT (i.e. 
push-to-talk) server and communications device (i.e. client or endpoint) in PTT 
session) 

Regarding Claim 16, Maggenti discloses a communications server, (see Maggenti col. 
3, lines 55-63: communications manager (i.e. server)) Maggenti does not disclose an 
instant messaging communications server. However, Holden discloses the method of 
claim 14, wherein the server comprises an instant messaging (IM) server, and the 
communication comprises an IM communication, (see Holden col. 8, lines 63-65; col. 9, 
lines 2-3: instant messaging communications capabilities utilized) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Maggenti to utilize clients/servers within an instant 
messaging communications service as taught by Holden. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to employ Holden in order to enable increased capacity and 
reliability for communications over a packet based network, (see Holden col. 1 , lines 
19-22) 

Regarding Claim 20, Maggenti discloses a communications server, (see Maggenti col. 
3, lines 55-63: communications manager (i.e. server)) Maggenti does not disclose an 
instant messaging communications server. However, Holden discloses the system of 
claim 17, wherein the communication comprises an instant-messaging (IM) 
communication, and an IM server, (see Holden col. 8, lines 63-65; col. 9, lines 2-3; col. 
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4, lines 44-50: instant messaging communications capabilities utilizing clients/servers) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Maggenti to utilize clients/servers within an instant 
messaging communications service as taught by Holden. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to employ Holden in order to enable increased capacity and 
reliability for communications over a packet based network, (see Holden col. 1, lines 
19-22) 

Regarding Claim 30, Maggenti discloses a communications server, (see Maggenti col. 
3, lines 55-63: communications manager (i.e. server)) Maggenti does not disclose an 
instant messaging communications server. However, Holden discloses the 
improvement of claim 29, wherein the communication comprises an instant-message, 
(see Holden col. 8, lines 63-65; col. 9, lines 2-3: instant messaging communications 
capabilities utilized) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Maggenti to utilize clients/servers within an instant 
messaging communications service as taught by Holden. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to employ Holden in order to enable increased capacity and 
reliability for communications over a packet based network, (see Holden col. 1 , lines 
19-22) 

Regarding Claim 41, Maggenti discloses an application server comprising a message 
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communications server, (see Maggenti col. 3, lines 55-63: message communications 
manager (i.e. server)) Maggenti does not specifically disclose instant messaging 
communications techniques. However, Holden discloses the method of claim 36, 
wherein the communication comprises an instant messaging (IM) communication and 
an IM server, (see Holden col. 8, lines 63-65; col. 9, lines 2-3: instant messaging 
communications capabilities utilized) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Maggenti to utilize clients/servers within an instant 
messaging communications service as taught by Holden. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to employ Holden in order to enable increased capacity and 
reliability for communications over a packet based network, (see Holden col. 1, lines 
19-22) 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyung H. Shin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am - 7 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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